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The Lancet Regional 
Health - Americas: 
“Promises and perils 
of the FDA's 
over-the-counter 
naloxone 
reclassification”

OTC Naloxone
 The Lancet article is unique in 
the perspective it  depicts. 
Based on various statistical 
models, there is evidence that 
OTC naloxone will help curb the 
opioid crisis by increasing 
naloxone availability. However, 
that should not undermine 
opioid education and 
naloxone distribution programs 
which can increase the odds of 
recovering from an opioid 
overdose nearly nine-fold. 
Hopefully, many naloxone 
manufacturers will enter the 
OTC market and drive down 
prices of OTC naloxone. The 
question remains, however, 
how effective will OTC 
naloxone be against the 
emerging polysubstance crisis. 
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“Machine 
learning for 
predicting 
opioid use 
disorder from 
healthcare 
data”

Article Overview
 The article quoted below analyzed 16 published papers on machine learning aimed at predicting 

opioid use disorder from healthcare data. The various papers showed potential for machine learning 
to be used in real-world scenarios for opioid use disorder prediction, but at this point it would be 
premature. The obstacles that prevent these papers from being incorporated into real-world 
scenarios include lack of transparency about how the dataset was analyzed, how the machine 
learning model was trained, and how the machine learning model was built. 
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